
Youngest workers in Mississippi Cotton Mill
1911 - Lewis Hines

Young boys work in Pennsylvania Coal Mine
1911 - Lewis Hines

The True
Cost of
Worker
Safety

Children Weren't Always Safe

To learn more about Project 2025 and how
it will affect workers, unions, and more
visit:
https://betterinaunion.org/project-2025

During the late 1800s, it became popular
to hire children for work in mines,
factories, and farms. Children were less
likely to join a union, and cost less to pay.
The work was often hard and dangerous
- children faced illness, damage to their
bodies, and even death! In 1911, more than
2 million children under 16 were working
in the US.

The Trump administration is
Working to:
- rescind the "persuader rule" which will
allow corporations to union-bust in
secret

Three stories of children,
tragedy, and outright

lies that helped shape the
rights for workers that
we have today, and how
the administration is
trying to take them

away!

- make it illegal for employers to
voluntarily recognize unions

- eliminate child worker protections so
that teenagers will be able to work
more dangerous jobs

- allow employers to retaliate against
union organizers

BuildingsWeren'tAlwaysSafeChemicalsWeren'tAlwaysSafe
In1911,afirestartedonthe8thfloorof
theTriangleShirtwaistFactory.Withno
firealarms,
workersonthe
9thand10th
floorslearned
aboutthefire
afterithad
spread.
Sometriedtogo
downthetwo
indoorstairwells,
butfoundthefire
hadspreadintoonestairwellandthatthe
doorstothesecondstairwellwerelocked
topreventtheft.

Bodiesofpeoplewhojumped.

RadiumGirlsworkinginafactory.

Protestandmourningfor
victimsofthefire.

From 1911-1916, a photographer named
Lewis Hine traveled through the US, and
took pictures of children working in
terrible conditions. It was a dangerous job
- factory bosses and foremen did NOT want
people to see how the children were being
treated.

Hine was threatened with violence and
even death, but he learned ways to sneak
into factories to get pictures. He even
sometimes posed as a Bible salesman!
His photographs were a huge help to
organizations that fought against child
labor, and finally in 1938 laws were passed
that kept children safer.

Sometriedthefreightelevators,
jammingintogettosafetyuntilthe
elevatorsweremadeunusablebypeople
jumpingdowntheelevatorshaftontothe
cars.

Sometriedtoescapethroughthefire
escape,butitwasricketyandcollapsed
undertheweightofjust20people.Left
withnootheroptions,somepeople
survivedbyheadingtotheroof,while
othersgaveup
andjumped
fromthe8th,
9th,and10th
floorwindows
toavoidthe
flames.

Startingin1917andcontinuingthrough
the1920s,theUnitedStatesRadium
Corporation(USRC)workedwithanewand
excitingchemicalcalledRadium,which
causedthingstoglow!Themilitarywas
veryexcitedaboutthis,andordered
watchestobemadewithdialsandhands
paintedwiththisnewchemical.Women
called"radiumgirls"
werehiredtopaintthe
radiumontothewatches,
butthecompanynoticed
thatgettingthe
paintbrushestoapoint
withragsorwaterwere
awasteofmaterials.
Instead,theytoldthewomenthatradium
wastotallysafe,tojustmakethebrushes
cometoapointwiththeirlipsortongue!
Thecompanyownersandscientists,though,
knewthatradiumwasactuallysuper
dangerous!

Thishorrifictragedyledtomore
organizationofworkers,morecallsfor
factoriestobe
inspected,and
lawsmade
whichrequired
factoriesto
installsafety
featureslike
sprinklersand
safeexits.

Radiumgirlsstartedcomingdownwith
scarymedicalproblems-teethfallingout,
infertility,andevencancers!

Fiveofthewomensuedthecompanyfor
theirmedicalanddentalbills.Eventually,
thecompanysettled,butthefivewomen
alldiedinthe1930s.Anotherwomansued
andwonacaseagainstthecompanyin1938.

Becausethemediapickedupthestory,and
companiessawthattheycouldbesuedby
employeesthatwerehurtonthejob,
companiesbegantobecomesafer.By1949
thegovernmenthadevenmadelawsabout
it!


